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Presentation: 

 

� Approximately 30 citizens attended the meeting including town officials and State 

Representative Elisa Wright. 

� An aerial photo superimposed with the project limits was displayed along with 

colored plans of the proposed bridge replacement project. 

� The project involves the replacement of the Bridge carrying Route 184 over 

Whitford Brook, which was washed out as a result of the severe storms of March 

29 and 30, 2010 in southeastern Connecticut.  The following improvements are 

proposed: 

 

� The substructure of the bridge will consist of integral abutments 

founded on steel piles driven to bedrock. 

� The superstructure will consist of pre-cast concrete beams topped 

with a 6” concrete slab and a bituminous concrete wearing surface. 

� The waterway opening of the bridge will be increased from 15 feet 

to 50 feet (measured square to the abutments) to allow the 100 year 

storm flow to pass under the bridge without overtopping. 

� Route 184 will be reconstructed to match the horizontal and 

vertical alignment of the pre-collapse conditions as closely as 

possible. 

� Guide rail and lane striping will be replaced as necessary to 

replicate the pre-collapse conditions. 

� The proposed bridge will be able to resist the effects of scour, 

preventing a reoccurrence of this bridge collapse. 

� Rock structure will be added to the stream bed and root wads will 

be installed along the downstream river bank to enhance fish 

habitat. 

 

 

 

 



Public Comments and Questions: 

 

 Approximately 16 people commented on the design proposal, some speaking 

multiple times.  Most speakers live downstream of the project and were concerned about 

flooding of their properties from future storm events.  Although the proposed bridge 

replacement project will allow storm flows to pass, down stream bridges that are 

hydraulically inadequate will still cause downstream flooding.  Many requested that the 

waterway opening of the replacement structure be constricted, in an effort to meter the 

flow of Whitford Brook as a preventative measure to downstream flooding.  Others 

complained about the amount of debris that was deposited onto their property after the 

water receded. 

 

 It was difficult to convince the attendees that the proposed bridge replacement 

project would not exacerbate their flooding problems.  In fact, increasing the waterway 

opening of the bridge will slow down the velocity of the river flows, in the area 

immediately downstream of the bridge, creating a small hydraulic improvement.  Slower 

flows will prevent the conveyance of stream bed material onto the adjacent floodplain 

immediately downstream of the project.  The Department of Transportation agreed to 

initiate dialogue between an adjacent property owner and the Department of 

Environmental Protection regarding the extent of removal of stream bed debris that was 

deposited as a result of the recent storm on the adjacent floodplain that is owned by the 

property owner. 

 

 Route 184 is a potential bypass to I-95 traffic in the event of a highway closure 

due to accident of hazardous spill.  Route 184 must be reopened as soon as possible to 

restore normal traffic flow to the area.  The contract plans were developed on an 

accelerated schedule.  The project was advertised for construction on May 19, 2010 and 

construction activities are expected to begin on July 1, 2010.  The project is expected to 

be completed in construction by the fall of 2010. 

 

Adjournment: 

 

 In general, everyone was in agreement that Route 184 needs to be re-opened to 

traffic, necessitating the bridge replacement.  The meeting was adjourned at 

approximately 9:15 p.m. 


